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In the single instance, for example, of the grammatical categories; it is 
not altogether easy to understand how the system into which Dr. van 
Ginneken has built them would maintain itself in. those linguistic fam- 
ilies in which these distinctions largely disappear. It may be added that 
the French is difficult, and the book will not be followed readily by any 
one unfamiliar with philological backslang. It would seem unfortunate 
that French dialectic abbreviations are used, for German work so pre- 
ponderates in this field that it requires some effort to remember, for 
example, that v.h.all. means ahd. 

Frederic Lyman Wells. 
McLean Hospital. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



" The gift of $750,000 by Mr. Henry Phipps to Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity, for the foundation of a psychiatric clinic, will serve a threefold 
interest," the New York Medical Journal states in its issue of June 20. 
" In the first place, it will be the mental ward of the general hospital, in 
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which patients may be received for treatment without the formality of 
commitment, and without the stigma that attaches itself to patients with 
mental trouble, a relict of the days of supersition and idolatry, when the 
mentally ill needed to have devils cast out of them; secondly, it will 
afford opportunities for instruction in this vast and much neglected field 
of medicine; and finally, by reason of the rich endowment, laboratories 
for research will afford unusual opportunities for the carrying out of the 
extremely technical studies that work in this field requires. It is a sub- 
ject for much congratulation that through such a gift the importance of 
mental disorders is emphasized. There is no field of preventive medicine 
that can reap such fruit as that of psychiatry. We have struggled for 
years to save legs, to patch up internal organs, to keep out and subdue 
infections; now is the time to reap a rich harvest in saving the mental 
powers of mankind. Is there a way to lessen crime, to limit the outlay 
cf the public money in caring for the thousands of dependents, the 
idiots, imbeciles, demented, and chronic mentally ill? If there is, it 
will come about only by the better recognition of the mental factors 
which bring about such conditions. The new psychiatric clinic will serve 
as a useful beginning in this line, and we confidently look forward to the 
time when others will see the needs as Mr. Phipps has seen them, and 
respond to the call." 

The trustees of the Johns Hopkins Hospital and University have 
elected Dr. Adolf Meyer, of New York, to the directorship of the 
psychiatric clinic made possible by the gift of Mr. Phipps, and to the 
professorship of psychiatry. Dr. Meyer has accepted, and it has been 
arranged for him and the architect, Grosvenor Atterbury, of New York, 
to go abroad at an early date and study the construction and organiza- 
tion of the leading European psychiatric clinics. Dr. Meyer was born 
in 1866, in Zurich, Switzerland He studied in Paris, London, Vienna, 
and Berlin, and came to this country in 1892. For two years he was 
pathologist to the Illinois Eastern Hospital, and subsequently director 
of the clinic in Worcester (Mass.) Insane Hospital. In 1902 he became 
director of the Pathological Institute of New York State Hospital on 
Ward's Island, and since 1904 he has been professor of psychiatry in the 
medical department of Cornell University. He is also president of the 
New York Psychiatrical Society. 

Dr. Harvey Carr, professor of psychology in the Pratt Institute, will 
succeed Dr. J. B. Watson (professor-elect in Johns Hopkins University) 
as assistant professor of psychology in the University of Chicago. Dr. 
Carr will have charge of the work in comparative psychology and will 
share in the conduct of the general experimental courses. 

Dr. Clarence S. Yoakum, of the University of Chicago, has accepted 
a position as instructor in psychology at the University of Texas. 



